The Hashing ton Merry-Go-Round 

Another CIA Drug Death 


By Jack Anderson 
and Leg Whitten 

The Central Intelligence Agency 
has hushed up the death of another 
man who was administered too much 
medication under a supersecret pro- 
gram code-named MK ULTRA/DEL- 
TA. 

The case is similar to that of Dr. 
Frank Olson, who leaped to his death 
from a New York City hotel window 
three weeks after the CIA dosed him 
with experimental LSD. The tragedy 
made headlines last year, and Presi- 
dent Ford personally apologized to the 
dead man’s family. 

Olson was assumed to be the only 
victim of CIA drug testing. But last 
December, an anonymous caller told 
us about another drug death from 
a CIA program bearing the mysteri- 
ous cryptonym MK DELTA, 

We checked with our CIA sources 
and obtained some top-secret CIA 
documents. We discovered that Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.) was con- 
ducting a parallel investigation and 
had succeeded in getting other doc- 
uments declassified. From these rec- 
ords and from testimony before Ken- 
nedy, we have put together this much 
of the picture: 

The late CIA Director Allen Dulles 
in April, 1953, approved two related 
projects — MK ULTRA for testing new 
drugs and MK DELTA for usin* them 
in covert operations. 

The projects were so secret that 
few records were kept, and the normal 


accounting procedures were waived. 
Many top CIA officials, in fact, were 
never given the suppressed details. 

Olson’s death in November, 1953, 
upset some CIA medical experts 
who tried to cancel the MK drug pro- 
grams. But the internal CIA files 
show that higher CIA authorities con- 
sidered the fatality “just one of the 
risks” of scientific experimentation. 
The dosing of unwitting victims, there- 
fore, continued. 

Subsequently, there was another 
death. 

It was discovered by Dr. Edward 
Gunn, then a CIA physician, when 
he walked in on half-a-dozen CIA col- 
leagues unannounced. 

‘There were conversations which 
stopped shortly after I entered the 
room," Gunn has sworn. But he 
heard enough to learn that the CIA 
“had trouble with an individual . . . 
in a foreign country" whose agents 
were conducting a drug project “in 
collaboration with our people.” 

The victim, Gunn explained, had 
been given “some medication and 
had, shall we say, a fatal outcome.” 
The former CIA doctor, now retired 
in Hilton Head, S.C., told our as- 
sociate Gary Cohn that he couldn’t 
recall who had attended the meeting 
except for the late CIA security chief 
Col. Sheffield Edwards. 

It was Edwards who, in later years, 
Dassed on the order for recruiting an 
assassination team to “eliminate” 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro. 

The CIA files show that the drug 


Reported 

programs continued to stir controversy 
inside the CIA. “In a number of in- 
stances,” states one document, unwit- 
ting subjects “became ill for hours 
or days. There was one instance of 
hospitalization.” 

Some of the drugs were so danger- 
ous that the pharmaceutical compan- 
ies had rejected them for human use” 
because of undesired side effects.” 

Another CIA document reports 
that “research in the manipulation 
of human behavior is considered by 
many authorities ... to be profes- 
sionally unethical.” The report warns, 
therefore, that “the reputations of pro- 
fessional participants in the MK UL- 
TRA program are in jeopardy.” 

Still another report declares that 
“the testing of MK ULTRA products 
places the rights and interests of 
U.S. citizens in jeopardy.” Some case 
officers, states one document, “have 
basic moral objections to the con- 
cept of MK DELTA." 

Although the insidious MK UL- 
TRA and MK DELTA projects were 
supposed to be cut off in 1964, they 
were continued at least until 1967 
and possibly years later under the new 
code name MK SEARCH. 

The full extent of CIA drug poison- 
ings may never be known. For in the 
early 1970s, the limited MK records 
were destroyed, reportedly on the or- 
ders of then-CIA Director Richard 
Helms. 

Footnote: the CIA refused to com- 
ment on the MK drug programs. 
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